Study Questions for article on Robbery and Street Culture for Leo Barrile’s Crimiology Class 

Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg PA

1.
What are Background Factors, Predispositions or Risk Factors?
2.
What are Foreground Conditions?
3.
What are Conduct Norms (see especially page 165 for explanation)?
4.
What do the authors mean by the Etiology of Criminal Behavior?
5.
What do the authors mean by the Positivistic & Deterministic Traditions in Criminology, and 
Causality as “Holy Grail” for conventional criminology?
6.
What is the main Motivation for Robbers?  What do authors mean that it is “activated, mediated 
& channeled by subculture?”

7.
Describe the authors’ Methods and Sample?  How did they obtain their sample?  What do 
authors mean by:


a.  Semi Structured Interview (how long?, did they pay?;






b.  Snowball Sampling;  











c.  Self Report Study;  











d.  Superiority of their interviewing to Total Institution Interviews;






e.   Internal Validity.

8.
What do authors mean by Perceived Need vs. Real Need for Cash.  Need versus Opportunity.  
Sensory stimulation.
9.
What are the “Code of the Streets;” Self Aggrandizement or Promoting “Cool Transcendence?”

10.
Why are the main reasons these street robbers gave for choosing robbery over 


a.  burglary;  


b.  drug dealing;  


c.  a legitimate job: (what is a conspicuous display of independence?)

