Questions on Inciardi et al.  Women and Crack Cocaine;  

Leo Barrile, Criminology Class, Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA
1a.
Drug popularity is often cyclical, which illegal drugs appear to have been the most prevalent in the past several decades

1b.
Describe the brief history of cocaine from the 1930s to the popularity of crack cocaine recently.  Why did crack cocaine become so popular in the inner cities?

1c.
What is the prevalence of cocaine compared with other illegal drug use among male and female arrestees? (Consult Figure 1.1)
2a.
Why did inner city women disproportionately pick up the crack cocaine habit?
2b.
What are the special effects of crack use on women physically, psychologically and sociologically?

2c.
What are the main ways that users support their drug habits?

2d.
How do women get introduced to crack.

2e.
What are the best avenues for women to desist using crack?

3a. 
Describe the brief history of drug houses, dens, speaks and galleries leading up to the present crack houses.

3b.
What are the sociological differences among opium dens, speakeasies, shooting galleries and crack houses?

4a.
What role does sex play in the crack house?
4b.
What are the differences between street prostitution and crack house prostitution?  
4c.
What are the reasons for violence in street prostitution and crack house prostitution? 
4d.
What are the effects of crack on sex for men and women?

4e.
What are the typical experiences of women before they get involved with crack?

5a.
What are the STD and HIV connections to drugs and especially crack?

5b.
How is “hypersexuality” related to STD & HIV?

5c.
What does the table on page 102 indicate?

6a.
What was the traditional relationship of men and women to drugs and the drug business before crack?

6b.
What are the five elements involved in the drugs-crime relationship?

6c.
What are the differences in the crime patterns of female drug users from the 1970s to the 1980s?

6d.
Who among the crack using women are the heavies users?


Who among the crack users are the most criminal in their activities?


What are the social characteristics of the most seriously criminal 
women?  Interpret Tables 6.1 to 6.6 for these questions.

6e.
What are the four elements of female crack use, dealing and crime?

7a..
What are the treatment and prevention strategies suggested by Inciardi?

7b.
What are the differences between supply reduction and demand reduction strategies?

7c.
What do the authors mean by “habilitation”?

8.
How did the authors conduct this study?  What was the sample and the techniques of gathering information?  What are the ethical issues involved in conducting this study?

9.
What are the themes running through the case studies of women on crack such as Lucy T., Latisha D., Susan S., Lisa F., Sylvia M., Sybil D. and the transgendered Robyn R.?

